
Morison in his recent book en "Bipp Treatment of War
Wounds" (Henry Frowde Hodder and Stoughton, London,
1918) gives the following directions for its use:

1. Under an anesthetic, usually open ether, cover the wound with
gauze wrung out of 1:20 phenol (carbolic acid), and clean the skin and
the surrounding area with the same lotion.

2. Open the wound freely and, if possible, sufficiently to permit of
inspection of its cavity. A guide—a finger is the best if the size of
the wound permits of it, and if not a thick probe—should be introduced
to the bottom of the wound and held there and fully exposed. In doing
this special regard must be paid to nerve trunks and muscular branches
of

·

nerves, since the division of blood vessels, excepting the largest,
and of muscles themselves does little harm as compared with that of
the disability following nerve damage. Cleanse the cavity with dry
sterile gauze mops, Volkmann's spoon, etc., and remove all foreign
bodies.

3. Mop the surrounding skin and the wound cavity with methylated
spirit and dry it.

4. Fill up the whole wound with bipp, and rub it well in with dry
gauze. Then· remove all excess, leaving only a thin covering over the
wounded surface. Dress the wound with sterile gauze and cover all
with an absorbent pad, which is held in position by adhesive plaster
and a bandage. This dressing requires no, change for days or weeks
if the patient is free from pain and constitutional disturbance. Should,
however, discharge come through, the stained part must be soaked in
spirit and a gauze dressing wrung out of it applied as a further
covering.

Redressing is very simply done. After removal of the old dressing
the wound is covered with a pledget of cotton soaked in spirit, and the
sticky, dirty-looking discharge is wiped off the surrounding skin until
it is clean.

A great number of favorable reports have been published
on the use of bismuth iodoform petrolatum paste; also
unfavorable reports have appeared, as the procedure is not
without danger of bismuth and iodoform poisoning.
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THE HARRISON NARCOTIC LAW AS APPLIED
TO MEDICAL OFFICERS

To the Editor:—Will you kindly answer the following question: I
am licensed to practice under the laws of the state of Ohio; I am also
an assistant surgeon in the regular Navy. I wish to give a prescriptmn
for an opiate to the wife of a sailor whom I am called to treat in
the regular discharge of my duty. I no longer pay the tax required
by the Harrison law. Does this law permit the civilian druggist to
fill my prescription? This question has come up several times, as the
naval station is several miles from the town where most of the families
of the enlisted men live, and an emergency often arises when the local
druggist could supply the drug if permitted by law. Please omit my
name.  jr. W.

Answer.—We are informed by the local commissioner of
internal revenue that a surgeon in the United States Navy
can prescribe opiates without registration under the Harrison
Narcotic Law if in discharge of his official duties; but in
private practice he must qualify in the state in which he
intends to practice.

_

A SAMPLE LETTER
To the Editor:—I am examining applicants of several counties for

officers' commissions in the Medical Reserve Corps. Almost every one
asks questions which are answered in your booklet "Information
Regarding Appointment in the Medical Reserve Corps of the United
States Army." If you would care to send a hundred copies, I can use
them giving one to each applicant.

W. B. Jones, M.D-, Rochester,  . Y.

Answer.—They have gone.

Medical Education and State Boards of
Registration

COMING EXAMINATIONS
Alaska: Juneau, Sept. 3. Sec, Dr. L. P. Dawes, Juneau.
Hawaii: Honolulu, Sept. 9-13. Près. R. W. Benz, 1141 Alakea St.,

Honolulu.
Iowa: Des Moines, Sept. 10-12. Sec., Dr. G. H. Sumner, Capitol

Bldg., Des Moines.

Kansas February Examination
Dr. H. A. Dykes, secretary of the Kansas Board of Med¬

ical Registration and Examination, reports the written exami¬
nation held at Topeka, Feb. 12, 1918. The examination
covered 10 subjects and included 100 questions. An average
of 75 per cent, was required to pass. Four candidates were

examined, all of whom passed. Twenty-one candidates,
including 1 nongraduate, were licensed through reciprocity.
The following colleges were represented :

Year Per
College passed Grad Cent.

Northwestern University .(1908) 80
Rush Medical College .'.(1917) 80
College of Phys. and Surg., Kansas City .(1903) 79
University of Pennsylvania .(1917) 78

Year Reciprocity
College licensed through reciprocity fjrad. with

College of Phys and Surg., Los Angeles .(1917) California
Atlanta College of Physicians and Surgeons .(1910) Oklahoma
Bennett Medical College .(1916) Illinois
Northwestern University .(1912) Iowa
Rush Medical College.(1905) Illinois
Coll. of Phys. and Surg., Keokuk (1890) Nebraska; (1895) Missouri
Keokuk Medical College, College of P. and S.(1902) Iowa
University of Louisville .(1916) Kentucky
University of Michigan Medical School.(1916) Michigan
American Medical College .(1887) Missouri
Missouri Medical College .(1896) Missouri
University Medical College of K. C.(1899) (1900) Missouri
Washington University .(1917) Missouri
Lincoln Medical College .(1917) Nebraska
Jefferson Medical College.(1895) Missouri
Memphis Hospital Medical College.(1.892) Missouri
University of Tennessee .(1915) Texas
Western University .(1912) Iowa

Illinois March Examination
Mr. F. C. Dodds, superintendent of registration, Depart¬

ment of Registration and Education, reports the practical
and written examination held at Chicago, March 25-28, 1918.
The examination covered 10 subjects and included 100 ques¬
tions. An average of 75 per cent, was required to pass. Of
the 33 candidates examined, 20 passed and 13 failed. The
following colleges were represented :

Ye¿r Per
College passed Grad Cent

Chicago College of Medicine and Surgery. (1916)77.2,79.1;
(1917) 76.9. 78.6. 78.8, 85.3.

Chicago Hospital College of Medicine.(1917) 81.7
Loyola Universitv .(1917) »; (1918)75.8,80.8
Northwestern Universitv .(1917) 83.6
Rush Medical College (1885) 75.7; (1917) 80.7, 81.6; (1918)79.4 82.1

84.2, 86.7.
Keokuk Medical College .(1898) 81.1'
Queen's University .(1913) 75.1.

failed
Bennett Medical College .(1914) +Chicago College of Medicine and Surgery (1917) 56.7, 62.6, 70.5, 71.2;,

72.7.
Chicago Hospital College of Medicine .(1916) 74.6
Tenner Medical College .(1916) 64.8
Loyola University .(1916) 72.9; (1917)63.6,72
Indiana Medical College (Purdue Univ.) .(1907) 71.0
University of Buffalo .(1882) 63.9'

* No grade given.
-f- Failed in practical examination.

New Mexico Reciprocity Report
Dr. W. E. Kaser, secretary of the New Mexico Board of"

Health and Medical Examiners, reports that 6 candidates
were licensed on credentials and 2 candidates were licensed
through recipro'city at the meeting held April 8-9, 1918, at
Sante Fe. The following colleges were represented :

Year Total No.
College licensed on credentials Grad Licensed.

LTniversity of Iowa School of Medicine.(1905) 1
Beaumont Hospital Medical College.(1900) 1
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St. Louis University .(1905) 1
University Medical College of K. C.(1904) 1
Miami Medical College .(1903) 1
McGill University.(1897) 1

Year Reciprocity
College licensed through reciprocity Grad. with

Drake University .(1908) Iowa
Baylor University .(1916) Oklahoma

Lord Lister. By Sir Rickman John Godlee, Bt., K.C.V.O., M.S.,
F.R.C.S. Cloth. Price, $6. Pp. 676, with illustrations. New York:
Macmillan Company, 1917.

If there is one name in the annals of medicine that towers
above all others, it is that of Lister. This is especially true if
the judgment is made on the basis of work resulting in the
greatest benefit to humanity. Certainly the work of no other
man, in medicine at least, has proved so epoch-making. The
life of such a man is worth knowing, and Sir Rickman God\x=req-\
lee is to be congratulated on his successful presentation of
this biography. It is more a review, step by step, of the
work, than of the life, of the man: in a man of such accom-

plishments his work is his life. If any one had the impres-
sion that Lister's achievements were the result of chance or

accident, that impression would be quickly removed on read-
ing this biography, for it is clearly shown that Lister's final
results were founded on hard research work that had its
beginnings in his student days. In 1853, when only 26 years
of age, he published a paper on the muscular tissues of the
iris, and in the same year one on the muscular fibers of the
skin. Two years later he was reporting on his investigation
of the early stages of inflammation. Shortly after this he
published papers on cutaneous pigmentation of the frog, on

coagulation of the blood, and on spontaneous gangrene. From
the beginning his letters, as well as his published papers,
reflect the hard, painstaking research work of a genius. This
early research work laid the foundation for that which was to
follow. It was one step after another, leading up to the final
grand results. His real surgical experimental work did not
begin until he went to Edinburgh. Here he immediately
came under the influence of Syme, whose daughter he later
married.

There are those who would minimize the effect of Lister's
work on the revolution in surgical methods and technic that
occurred during the latter half of the last century, and would
give the greater credit to Pasteur. It would, of course, be
little more than guesswork to say what would have been the
ultimate outcome of Lister's work if Pasteur's discoveries had
not been made. As Pasteur himself said, "Chance only
favors the mind that is prepared." Lister's mind was cer¬

tainly prepared. He, and he only, was in a position to see and
grasp the one thing he had been seeking—the real cause of
suppuration. Sir John Batty Tuke, writing to Lord Lister in
1907, calls his attention to an incident that occurred in 1854.
"You took down the dressing 'of a popliteal case' and found
the wound healed except where the ligature was, and you
said 'The main object of my life is to find out how to procure
this result in all wounds ; but why is it not healed around the
ligature?' Boy-like, I said 'the irritation of the silk.' 'No,'
you replied, 'not of, but in, or on.' " Lister did, to a certain
extent, succeed in preventing putrefaction in noninfected
wounds, but he had not learned why. Pasteur's work showed
him why.

A former biographer—Wrench—in his "Lord Lister, His
Life and Works," devotes a long chapter to an arraignment
of those who have departed from "true listerian methods," and
seems to regard any modification as unwise, if not sacrilegi¬
ous, and to be deplored. Wrench is extremely harsh in his
criticisms of those who are "devoted to that most modern,
rather than to the most inspired, treatment" and ridicules
what he regards as the unnecessary and e-xtremely detailed
methods of cleanliness of the moderns. While more con¬

servative in discussing the subject, Sir Rickman Godlee also
regards as regrettable.the departure from Lister's teachings
and practice. These discussions-carry one back to the early

days when Thomas Keith, Bantock, Lawson Tait and others,
while recognizing the germ theory of infection, opposed the
use of chemical antiseptics, claiming equally good results
from rigid cleanliness and aseptic surroundings. The con¬
troversy at that time was bitter, and Tait was accused of mis-
statements of facts when publishing his results. But those who
saw him operate were always ready to defend him. While
not entering into the controversy, Thomas Keith reported
equally good results by the aseptic methods. Our present
biographer refers to the Caroll-Dakin "antiseptic" treatment
of wounds as a harking back to true listerism, and regards
this success as proof of the superiority of Lister's anti¬
septic over the modern aseptic methods. This, of course, is
open to argument. However, the point the reviewer wishes
to emphasize is that no man was more open-minded, more
ready to acknowledge an error, or more anxious to adopt
suggestions for improvement than Lord Lister during the
time he was in active work, and it may be presumed that his
views regarding phenol (carbolic acid) and other chemical
antiseptics would have been decidedly modified as time went
on, and as he saw what others were doing. For a number of
years the spray was regarded as a necessary adjunct to every
operation, or at least as an important factor; but as soon as
Lister became convinced that it was not essential, it was
discarded.

As the book was written for laymen it was necessary for
the author to adopt a simple style and to use language
which a medical man might regard as elementary, and to
explain or describe conditions and technic in more detail
than would otherwise be necessary; but this cannot be
regarded as a fault, even from the point of view of the
physician. On the contrary, the simplicity of language that is
called for here and there, and the explanatory sentences and
paragraphs that occur when necessary to make the matter
understandable to the intelligent layman, make for easier and
more satisfactory reading. Godlee's "Lord Lister" is a
book that should be read by every physician. It shows what
one maiv by hard work and close application to one subject,
can accomplish. But especially should it be read because it
literally presents the contrast between the time when sup¬
puration, hospital gangrene and often death were the accom¬
paniments of surgery—even of the best surgeons—with the
present time, when suppuration is practically banished, hos¬
pital gangrene has become unknown, and death seldom
occurs.

Reagents and Reactions By Edgardo Tognoli, M.D., Professor in
the University of Modena. Translated from the Italian by C. Ainsworth
Mitchell, B.A., F.I.C. Cloth. Price, $2 net. Pp. 228. Philadelphia:P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1918.

In past years, the chemical profession was not very different
from the medical profession of those times, or certain pro-
prietary interests of today, as the scientific names of chemical
composites, whether they were reactions or mixtures, were
relegated to the background, in order that the personal name
of the sponsor might be capitalized. Thus, to the confusion
of students and practitioners of chemistry, there exists today
as a heritage a vast number of tests and solutions, differen-
tiated in the literature by meaningless proper nouns. Tognoli
has collected the tests and has cross-indexed them in such a
manner that the publication will serve as a useful reference
epitome. He has not attempted, however, to alleviate the
difficulty by giving the reactions sensible names. Certain
purity tests for reagents are described, most of which are
unnecessary to one who employs the U. S. P. test solutions.
The book is recommended to those who need such a reference
book, and who do not have the same material in larger works.

The Practice of Pediatrics. By Charles Gilmore Kerley, Professor
of Diseases of Children in the New York Polyclinic Medical School
and Hospital. Second edition. Cloth. Price, $6.50 net. Pp. 913, with
136 illustrations. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1918.

In his preface to the second edition, Kerley says that
twenty-five new articles have been added, sixteen chapters
largely rewritten, and lesser changes made in many others.
One of the advantages of this textbook is that there are
numerous illustrative cases; among the disadvantages are
some of the methods of treatment advocated by the author,
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